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159 NORTH 2ND AVENUE CANTON, IL 61520
WWW.CANTONUCC.ORG
309-647-0271

F I R S T C O N G R E G AT I O N A L U N I T E D C H U R C H O F C H R I S T

Dear Church Family,
I wrote the following reflection while I was attending the 30th UCC General Synod,
June 26-30. 2015.

Greetings from General Synod 2015,
It is day 3 of the United Church of Christ’s bi-annual gathering. This year, we
are meeting in the surprisingly wonderful city of Cleveland, Ohio. The energy
of the people and the energy of the youth attending this celebration is
contagious. This is my second General Synod and the first time attending as
a delegate representing the Illinois Conference. Even though being a delegate
means early to rise and late night gatherings, I am grateful for the experience.
The theme for this year’s General Synod is “Unexpected Places”. At first
glance, it seems like “Unexpected Places” is an odd theme for a celebration,
but don’t tell that to some of the amazing preachers we have listen to in our
worship services. They will tell you, God is everywhere—especially in
“Unexpected Places”. There is a new church start in Alabama. God is working
in “Unexpected Places”. Confederate flags are being removed from Southern
State Capitals, God is showing up in “Unexpected Places.” The United States
Supreme Court has ruled same-gender marriage is legal in all 50 states, God
is showing out in some “Unexpected Places.”

So, that is just an example of the many ways God is moving in “Unexpected
Places”, not only in the United Church of Christ but in the United States of
America. I look forward to returning home and sharing more of this incredible
experience at the 30th General Synod of our amazing and exciting United
Church of Christ.
God is Still Speaking and the United Church of Christ is listening!!
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Sue
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JULY 2015 SCRIPTURES
July 5
2 Samuel 5:1-10
Psalm 123
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

July 19
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 23
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 12
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

July 26
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Council Meeting
June 8, 2015
Abbreviated Minutes

Council president, Elizabeth James reported to the Council what Many Lights
is considering regarding the use of the church copier.
Worship Team will not again until Sept.
On June 28, Peace & Justice will show a video for the worship time while
Pastor Sue is away at General Synod.
Bible Study will begin in September.
The crumbling parking lot was discussed. We are seeking bids to fix the
parking lot. E. James discussed painting the bathrooms and the stairwell.
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New General Minister and President
of The United Church of Christ

Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer

Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer Charts Course for UCC Future
It has been a General Synod for the record books in Cleveland 2015, with UCC delegates celebrating a history-making ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court-making marriage
equality the law of the land, continuing the work for just peace in Israel/Palestine, and
electing a new general minister and president to chart a course for the future of the
denomination.
The Rev. John C. Dorhauer was overwhelmingly elected to serve as the UCC's ninth
general minister and president. He takes over the reins from the Rev. Geoffey A. Black,
who is retiring at month's end. During closing worship on Tuesday evening, June 30,
Black presented his successor with a stole, a symbol of the new leadership role
Dorhauer is stepping into, reflecting his calling to do new things.
"There is no one better to lead our denomination," writes the Rev. Kristina "Tina"
Campbell, of Phoenix, Arizona in an online comment, "John Dorhauer will lead us all.
Let's get on with the work of the church . . . . I thank God for his presence in our
lives."
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(John) Dorhauer is already sharing his strategy for moving the church forward in a new
time, articulating a plan that revolves around "connection and convergence." Building
closer ties, reconnecting local churches with the national setting. Broadening the UCC's
missional base through strengthened partnerships with like-minded people and groups-both interfaith and ecumenical partners and secular entities. Emphasizing spiritual
practices that connect with the Holy Spirit and the divine. And, to step out on faith.
"I want you to prepare to fail," Dorhauer said. I want you to give yourself permission to
take risks and then be there to receive the risk-takers with grace when they fail, and to
learn from those failures and pass on what we learn to others."
The denomination's next president hopes the people of the UCC use the power of the
church, as a progressive faith community, to speak for those who have no voice.
"Dorhauer's theological, biblical and preaching skills are exquisite," writes the Rev.
Stephen Wayles, in another online commentary. Wayles, part of the search team that
called John Dorhauer to be president and minister of the Southwest Conference UCC,
writes that the team predicted the conference would lose him to the presidency of the
denomination." John is intensely ecumenical - and knows how to stand up for the
practices and theology of the UCC. John is a Spirit filled, Christ following person of
God. His action for justice is based in scripture and prayer, and John is one who walks
alongside those suffering injustice and oppression. He understands that we worship
because of God's love for all - and we worship in order to do mission."
"We must admit we have some work to do, and I'm confident that John understands
that work," said the Rev. Traci Blackmon. "He looks at the fault lines that divide us and
takes the steps to cross them." "I'm grateful for Rev. Geoffrey Black and all our
previous presidents,” writes Wayles.” And I'm grateful that in my retirement, John
Dorhauer is the president of the church to which I was a convert and which I love. I
believe that Rev. Dorhauer's spiritual and vocational pilgrimage, his vision and commitment to God's reign of justice and peace on earth, his passion for the creation, the
church and the world's people make him the president for this moment in history."
Written by Connie Larkman , posted July 03, 2015
Copied from United Church of Christ News Feed
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Song Leader List
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26
Aug 2
Aug 9
Aug 16
Aug 23
Aug 30

Sunday
July 19 & 26, 2015

Debbie Miller
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James
Debbie Miller
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James
Debbie Miller
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James

UCC
General Synod Briefing
Join Pastor Sue at the 10 am
worship service as she
updates the congregation
on the events of the
United Church of Christ
National Gathering.

Greeter & Usher List
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Debbie Miller
Elizabeth James
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James

Please arrive at 9:40 a.m. on your
designated day.
*If you will be absent on your assigned
day, please make arrangements for a
replacement”

First Congregational United
Church of Christ
is looking for someone to
update and manage the
church’s newsletter.
If anyone is interested,
please contact Pastor Sue at
pastorsue@cantonucc.org
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Monthly Communion Bread

A BIG thank you to Larry Miller for
removing the fallen tree limb and for
making sure the sump pump in the
church was fixed. You Rock!

JULY 2015
AUGUST 2015
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Virginia Vasen
Debbie Miller
Pastor Sue & Mona
Pastor Sue & Mona

Thanks to everyone who helped retrieve the dirt and spread the dirt for the
Peace Garden. Step by step it will get
done.

Refreshment Sign Up List

Thank you Mona Terry for providing
such beautiful music in our worship
services.

July

Many thanks to the worship committee
for providing the flowers for Pentecost.
And thanks to Debbie and Larry Miller
for planting the flowers in the Peace
Garden.
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Debbie Miller

12

V & G James

19

Community Lunch

26

Mona & Sue

(Please sign up in the kitchen.)

A BIGGER thank you to Debbie and
Larry Miller and Jason Baker for
removing the water from the downstairs
area.

July 19

JULY 2015
26

For the
Fulton-Mason County
Domestic Violence Shelter
They depend on our support!
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Christopher James

Newsletter Schedule
If you have something you
would like in the newsletter,
please be sure to have it in the
morning of July 20, 2015.

Join us every Sunday Morning
for worship @ 10 a.m.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
159 NORTH 2ND AVENUE
CANTON IL 61520

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
PEACE WITH JUSTICE CHURCH
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Office Hours
Weekdays
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Office
Office Manager,
Shelly McLouth
shelly@cantonucc.org
Office (309) 647-0271

Rev. Sue Harrington
Wednesday thru Friday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Or by appointment
pastorsue@cantonucc.org
(309) 338-1499

www.cantonucc.org

