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Worship Service
10 a.m.

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem….and to the
ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
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Hang in there, Baby!
It is one of those great phrases that you never forget, “Hang in there, Baby”.
It still makes me smile when I see a flashback of the early 1970’s
motivational poster. The poster featured a picture of a small kitten,
hanging on to a tree branch with the caption, Hang in there, Baby!
The poster reminds us that sometimes life is hard and we often find
ourselves in unexpected predicaments but if we just hang in there,
life will get better.
Let Go & Let God!
Although, we are encouraged to hang in there when times get tough, in some
circumstances, it may be better to let go and let God work out the difficult times
and the difficult places in our lives.
I copied this little piece of wisdom from a book I was recently reading.
Unfortunately, I didn’t write down the name of the book or it’s author.
There was a man climbing alone in the mountains. He came to
the edge of a precipice, looked over the side, felt vertigo, lost his
balance, and fell.
Quickly he reached out and grabbed hold of a branch of a small tree.
Suspended hundreds of feet in the air, unable to think of anything
better, he cried out for someone to come to his rescue. “Is anybody
there?” There was a long silence.
Then a voice from absolutely nowhere said: “It’s all right, my son. I’m
here. I will take care of you. Let go.”
There was another long silence and the man said: “Is anybody else
there?”

Whether we “Hang in there” or “Let Go & Let God”, during our most challenging
times, we can be assured God is with us giving us strength for the journey!
Hang in there!! God’s got it!
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Sue
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MAY 2015 SCRIPTURES
May 3
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

May 24
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27
john 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 10
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 31
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

May 17
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Council Meeting
April 13, 2015
Abbreviated Minutes
Council President Elizabeth James presented the council with a list of projects and asked that teams
prioritize or add additional items to the list. She also reported that the Facebook page, website and
calendar have been updated.
Rev. Harrington reported that the date for the upcoming “Real Colors” workshop by Tim Claxton will
be April 30th at 5:30pm at the church. Persons attending are asked to purchase the workbook at $15.
Those who are able can submit additional funds to help offset the $300 charge for the presenter.
Jason Baker spoke about the plaster that needs repair and the kitchen ceiling over the stove leaking
and having a professional take care of these jobs. Jason volunteered to clean the peace pole. Discussion
was the cost of mulch for our Peace Garden. It was decided that $150.00 would be taken out of the
Peace and Justice budget to purchase mulch.
The May 31 free Community lunch will be tortilla wraps with chips and iced tea and coffee. On June
28th the free Community lunch will be cold cut sandwiches with chips, desserts and ice tea and coffee.
July19th will be a cook out.
A survey being conducted on the Ingersoll Trust Investors by the Canton Park District was discussed.
The council voted on questions regarding the investment company. The survey is preliminary if a suit is
going to be brought against JP Morgan/Chase.
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A Mother's Love
There are times when only a Mother's love
Can understand our tears,
Can soothe our disappoints
And calm all of our fears.
There are times when only a Mother's love
Can share the joy we feel
When something we've dreamed about
Quite suddenly is real.
There are times when only a Mother's faith
Can help us on life's way
And inspire in us the confidence
We need from day to day.
For a Mother's heart and a Mother's faith
And a Mother's steadfast love
Were fashioned by the Angels
And sent from God above.
Author Unknown

Church office will be closed
May 12 to May 22, 2015
The office administrator is out
and Pastor Sue will be on vacation.
If you need assistance, please call church president,
Elizabeth James at 310.745.9633
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President’s support for conversion therapy ban is a huge step forward
By Sam Wolfe

President Obama’s public support for a nationwide ban against the harmful practice of
conversion therapy is an important step toward achieving equality for all LGBT youth
and protecting them from the psychological abuse of being told they can and should
change their sexual orientation.
These bogus and dangerous conversion therapy services have no basis in science and
are based on the lie that there is something wrong with LGBT people – that they’re
sick and can be “cured” or “repaired.” The practice, in fact, has been thoroughly
discredited or highly criticized by all major American medical, psychiatric, psychological and professional counseling organizations.
Not only does conversion therapy cause devastating harm to young people, as the
American Psychological Association has noted, it promotes a climate of bigotry and
discrimination against the LGBT community.
Therapists who claim to be able to change sexual orientation also are defrauding their
customers as they prey on the vulnerability of youth and their families. We’re currently
suing a New Jersey provider, called JONAH, under that state’s consumer fraud statute.
Its services can cost more than $10,000 each year.
In February, New Jersey Superior Court Judge Peter F. Bariso Jr. ruled that misrepresenting homosexuality as a disorder while marketing conversion therapy services is a
violation of state law. This ruling marked the first time a U.S. court has found that it’s
fraudulent as a matter of law for conversion therapists to tell clients they have a mental
disorder that can be cured.
In a separate order, Bariso wrote that “the theory that homosexuality is a disorder is not
novel but – like the notion that the earth is flat and the sun revolves around it – instead
is outdated and refuted.
There’s also nothing novel about banning practices based on the harm they cause. It’s
time for our political leaders to catch up with the science and to ban this harmful,
fraudulent practice.
Sam Wolfe is an Southern Poverty Law Center staff attorney who works on LGBT equality issues.
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WOW! Thank you!!
Our deepest appreciation to Lesa Terry,
Matt Buczko, Mona Terry and Aaron
Krings for such an incredible worship
service on April 19, The Sacred Side of
Jazz.
Thank you Lesa Terry and Matt Buczko
for organizing and presenting us with a
once in a lifetime experience.
Thanks to the musicians for the Jazz Jam
Session: Matt Buczko, Lesa Terry, Joey
Roman, Aaron Krings, Kyle Bloyd, Curtis
Athley, Dr. John Cooper, Elisha Terry,
and Tiera Claudin.

Song Leader List
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31
June 7
June 14
June21
June 28

Virginia Vasen
Gordon James
Debbie Miller
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James
Debbie Miller
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James
Debbie Miller

Special thanks to Gordon and Vickie
James and all the members and friends
of 1st Cong. UCC for all their support and
work to make this special day awesome.
If I missed anyone, please know I greatly
appreciate you also.

Greeter & Usher List
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Elizabeth James
Virginia Vasen
Gordon James
Stephanie Churchill
Vickie James

Please arrive at 9:40 a.m. on your
designated day.
*If you will be absent on your assigned
day, please make arrangements for a
replacement”
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Monthly Communion Bread
MAY 2015
JUNE 2015

Thanks to everyone who bought an
Easter Lily in honor of or in memory of a loved one.
The Sanctuary looked beautiful
adorned with the lilies.

Elizabeth James
Pastor Sue Harrington &
Mona Terry

JULY 2015
AUGUST 2015
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

We had a very delicious Chocolate
Sundae Sunday on April 12. Thank
you for donating all the goodies.

Debbie Miller
Pastor Sue & Mona

Refreshment Sign Up List

Thanks to Debbie Miller and Vickie
James for providing the flowers
and the hostas for the church
grounds.

May

Thank you everyone for the cards,
gifts and birthday wishes.
Pastor Sue
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Gordon/Vickie James

10

Virginia Vasen

17

Elizabeth James

24
31

Community Meal

(Please sign up in the kitchen.)

May 17

MAY 2015

For the
Fulton-Mason County
Domestic Violence Shelter

1
8
25

They depend on our support!
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Sue Harrington & Mona Terry
Virginia Vasen
Robin & Nels Henry

Newsletter Schedule
If you have something you
would like in the newsletter,
please be sure to have it in the
morning of May 18, 2015.

Join us every Sunday Morning
for worship @ 10 a.m.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
159 NORTH 2ND AVENUE
CANTON IL 61520

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
PEACE WITH JUSTICE CHURCH
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Office Hours
Weekdays
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Office
Office Manager,
Shelly McLouth
shelly@cantonucc.org
Office (309) 647-0271
Rev. Sue Harrington
Wednesday thru Friday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Or by appointment
pastorsue@cantonucc.org
(309) 338-1499

www.cantonucc.org

