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The Light of Christ
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life and
the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness
did not overcome it.”
These lines of scripture come from the first five verses of the first chapter of the Gospel
According to John. These words were part of the designated scripture reading for a Christmas
day service according to the lectionary. I have for a long time been comforted by these simple
and sometimes over analyzed words from John. In days of despair and sadness, I often found
myself
sitting and staring at the last two verses, “in him was life….The light shines in the
darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.” I find comfort knowing that Light can and will
shine in the darkness.
The holidays have passed and many of us are finally breathing again even if it is only shallow
breathing. The days between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day are some of the hardest and
darkest days of the year for those of us who have lost loved ones. There seems to be a hallow
and empty space that no gift or any amount of eggnog can fill when a husband, wife, mother,
father, brother, sister or significant person is no longer sitting around the table at our holiday
gatherings. Yet we unknowingly hold our breath and somehow make it through “the most
wonderful time of the year” (at least that is what we are told). We tell ourselves to “just hold on
to January 2” and then everything will go back to normal. Normal meaning everyone goes
back to work and the kids are back to school. And we go back to our normal routine of life.
Yet for the people who have been holding their breath “trying to make it through the holidays”,
normal life will never be the normal life of the old days. We still mourn the loss of our loved
ones and darkness still covers us in our sadness. Our hope is for a new normal. We pray for
a new way of living in the midst of our grief until the Light once again gives us new life. That
hope we long for can be found, I believe, in these simple words from the Gospel of John, “in
him (Jesus) was life and the life was the light of all people. The Light shines in the darkness
and the darkness did not overcome it.”
My prayer is that with each passing day, God will bring more Light into your lives. And may we
the people of First Congregational United Church of Christ be a healing light for others. Ame n.

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Sue
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JANUARY 2015 SCRIPTURES
January 4
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9), 10-18

January 18
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

January 11
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

January 25
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Please join us for the

Church Annual Meeting
at
First Congregational
United Church of Christ

January 11, 2015
immediately following
the morning worship Service
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Special Epiphany Service
January 4 at 10:00 am
After Jesus was born, wise men presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. In return, God has presented each one of us with special gifts to share with the
world. You are invited to bring an item to the worship service on Jan. 4 that represents
a special gift, talent, character trait or an occupation that you feel God has blessed
you with. Please place the symbolic item on the table in the sanctuary. We will say a
special blessing over these gifts as we recognize that God has blessed us to be a
blessing to each other and the world.

Council Minutes Highlights
December 8, 2014
January 4th is the Epiphany celebration, and we are asking people to bring
a representation of their gift(s) from God. We will also un-decorate the
Advent decorations this Sunday.
January 11th is the Annual Meeting, and we will have finger foods.
Ash Wednesday is February 18th.
The next Worship Team meeting is February 5th at 9am.
The next bible study will begin after Lent.
The next community dinner will be on February 22nd. We will serve pizza.
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The Season
Of
Lent
Comes early

May the Lord bless you and keep you
May the Lord’s face shine upon you
May the Lord be gracious to you
May the Lord give you peace
and May the Light of Christ

Ash Wednesday
Service

shine bright in your life!

Feb. 18 @ 6 pm

January 4

Greeter & Usher List
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

“Un—Hanging

Stephanie Churchill
Vickie James
Jason Baker
Mona Terry

Of the
Greens”
After worship Sunday,

Jan 4

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

we will remove and store
the Christmas decorations
from the sanctuary and the
rest of the church.
Hope you can join us.

Please arrive at 9:40 a.m. on your
designated day.
*If you will be absent on your assigned day
please make arrangements for a replacement.
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Monthly Communion Bread

Thank you Charlotte Myers, Liam
and Conner, Debbie Miller and
Katie, Elizabeth James and Jacob
Buczko, Virginia Vasen and Vickie
James for participating in our
Advent Services.

JANUARY 2015
FEBRUARY 2015
MARCH 2015
APRIL 2015
MAY 2015
JUNE 2015

A special thank you to Mona Terry,
Matt Buczko, Gordon James and
Tiera Claudin for providing special
music during our Candle Lighting
Service.

Rev. Sue Harrington
Debbie Milller

Refreshment Sign Up List
January

Thanks a million to Matt Buczko,
Mona Terry, and Betty Fink for
being our guest musicians in Dec.
Thanks Gordon James for running
the sound and spinning hymns for
us on Dec 7.
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Debbie Miller

11

Annual Meeting

18

Elizabeth James

25

Rev. Sue Harrington &
Mona Terry

(Please sign up in the kitchen.)

January 18

JANUARY 2015

For the
Fulton-Mason County
Domestic Violence Shelter

4
8
19
24
29

They depend on our support!
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Charlotte Ann Myers
Stephanie Churchill
Justin Miller
Sally Gregory
Larry Miller

Office Hours

Newsletter Schedule
If you have something you
would like in the newsletter,
please be sure to have it in the
morning of January 19, 2015.

Weekdays
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Office
Office Manager,
Shelly McLouth
shelly@cantonucc.org
Office (309) 647-0271
Rev. Sue Harrington
Wednesday thru Friday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Or by appointment
pastorsue@cantonucc.org
(309) 338-1499
www.cantonucc.org

Join us every Sunday
Morning for worship @ 10 a.m.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
159 NORTH 2ND AVENUE
CANTON IL 61520

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
PEACE WITH JUSTICE CHURCH
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